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often leads to significant discoveries that highlight the historical accuracy        
of Scripture. 

The book has a detailed glossary and many detailed illustrations of the 
boat’s construction and many pictures taken during the salvage and preservative 
operations. Fortunately, the entire process was also filmed, and the many 
participants were constantly interviewed on film. The entire story is available in 
a DVD format or on the Website, http://www.jesusboat.com. This reviewer 
highly recommends this volume to anyone interested in a good detective story, 
or to any budding young Archaeologists. This reviewer has given several copies 
as gifts to friends in those categories. 

 
L. Edward Hicks is Chairman of the Department of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences at Faulkner University. 
 
======================================================== 
 
Porter, Andrew. Religion versus Empire?  British Protestant Missionaries and 
Overseas Expansion, 1700-1914. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
2004. 400 pp., paperback, $35.00. 

Review by Kelly Elliott 

At times, professors and students who seek to explore history from a 
perspective of faith may experience difficulty in finding monographs that treat 
religious history effectively.  Works written from a perspective of 
denominational history or religious studies may suffer from parochialism and 
hagiographical sympathy with their subjects, while “secular” histories may 
dismiss theology and religious motivation in favor of exclusively economic or 
political interpretations.  In Religion versus Empire, Andrew Porter, who is 
Rhodes Professor of Imperial History at King’s College, London, offers an 
interpretation that combines his sweeping knowledge of both primary and 
secondary sources on the British Empire’s history with a determination to give 
appropriate weight to the theology and faith of historical actors.  The 
combination makes for excellent history that demands the respect of both 
secular and religious scholars and provides a fitting example for students at 
Christian universities. 

It has long been a historiographical commonplace that the Protestant 
missionary movement underpinned and helped extend British imperial 
authority, especially in the nineteenth century.  Where the Bible went, it is 
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assumed, the flag followed, and missionary inroads into the Caribbean, Africa, 
and Asia helped pacify native peoples and reconcile them to British rule.  This 
historiography typically views religion as serving, not otherworldly aims, but 
the economic and political imperatives of empire.  Porter’s book questions 
these assumptions, arguing that “conversion, subjugation, and possession” were 
not necessarily “linked in missionary minds, and to suggest so is surely to 
confuse much evangelical thought and motive with entirely different and 
distinct forms of imperial activity.”  By examining missionary actions first in 
light of their belief and providential worldview, Porter shows that, though the 
Protestant missionary movement and the British Empire often coincided in their 
expansion, the relationship between the two was deeply ambiguous.  When 
missionaries did engage with imperial governments, they did so selectively and 
in order to serve their distinctly religious goals. 

Porter ranges broadly over time and space.  Instead of beginning with 
the traditional starting date for histories of missions (the founding of the major 
Protestant missionary societies in the 1790s and early 1800s), Porter opens with 
a discussion of the Anglican Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which 
began its work in the early eighteenth century.  Porter likewise extends his 
narrative beyond the waning of missionary enthusiasm in the late nineteenth 
century to take in the changes and struggles that mission efforts faced in the 
forms of nationalism, decolonization, and war up to 1914.  He considers 
evangelism in North America, the West Indies, Africa, and Asia (particularly 
India and China).  The Pacific is the only region that receives notably little 
coverage.  Multiple denominations and missionary groups receive Porter’s 
attention, and he makes clear that mission efforts sprang from a period in which 
ecumenism and transnational connections fueled, for many evangelicals, a 
global commitment to preaching a gospel that knew no denominational or 
national division.   

In the eighteenth century, efforts of the Anglican SPG, Wesleyans, and 
Moravians set the terms for mission’s engagement of empire, as missionaries 
learned the limitations of episcopacy—Anglican missionaries could not be 
effective without the support of colonial officials—and of the temptation to 
focus more on white settlers in the Americas than on evangelizing Indians and 
Africans.  In the late eighteenth century, an easing of strict Calvinism and 
broadening knowledge of and access to overseas peoples made Evangelicals 
conscious of their enormous opportunity and obligation to spread the gospel.  
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This period saw the founding of many of the modern missionary associations, 
who early committed themselves to placing religious needs above loyalties to 
government or empire, and trusted in the hands of God to protect and extend 
their work.   

Missionaries’ determination to avoid entanglement with secular 
governments and political issues waned in the 1830s and 1840s, as missionaries 
saw how effectively an alliance with the humanitarian movement—particularly 
on the issue of slavery abolition—would further their cause of global 
evangelization.  However, as Porter points out, missions remained strong even 
when humanitarianism in Britain began to wane, precluding any facile 
argument for missions’ dependency on political movements.  The 1860s and 
1870s saw the missionary societies struggling with the question of how best to 
employ native converts and ensure native church independence as missionary 
enthusiasm began to fail.  These questions and struggles led to adaptation     
and retrenchment in the last decades of the nineteenth century, as          
missions confronted Islam and extended into China.  At the turn of the   
century, missionaries increasingly distanced themselves from imperial  
interests, and some mission groups even became supporters of colonial 
nationalist movements. 

Porter is, perhaps, at his interpretive best when explaining the role 
missionaries’ understanding of Divine Providence played in their decisions and 
actions.  He notes that missionaries frequently eschewed earthly political 
concerns as outside the imperatives of Christianity and its work.  However, 
when government served to further the gospel, missionaries readily used it, 
invoking civil and religious liberty against West Indian planters who kept 
slaves out of worship, for example.  Porter reconciles this seeming 
contradiction by placing it within the context of the Christian worldview.  
Missionaries understood their lives as regulated and moved not by temporal 
governments, but by the mysterious workings of Divine Providence.  This 
explains why it was so easy for them to ignore or dismiss government or, 
conversely, to use it when it served their purposes.  If Providence moved 
history, government was merely a vehicle that either opposed or extended the 
will of God. 

Religion versus Empire combines painstaking primary research and 
broad comprehension of the secondary literature with a bold commitment to 
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theological sensitivity.  Porter’s interpretation offers a more sympathetic view 
of missionary labor than most recent historiography, but none can question its 
validity.  Christian universities would do well to consider assigning such work 
in history and religion courses as a model to students.  Besides providing a 
nearly exhaustive account of the history of the Protestant missionary movement 
and a vigorous refutation of the notion that missionaries always “colonized” 
their converts, it shows young Christian scholars that religious belief can 
inform our professional work.  If crafted with the rigor Porter exemplifies, such 
scholarship can also command the respect of our profession.   

Kelly Elliott is a doctoral student in the Florida State University’s Department 
of History. 
 
======================================================== 
 
Pazmiño, Robert W. Foundational Issues in Christian Education: An 
Introduction in Evangelical Perspective. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2008. 304 pp., paperback, $26.99. 
 

Review by Matthew Emile Vaughan 
 
Robert W. Pazmiño's Foundational Issues in Christian Education: An 
Introduction in Evangelical Perspective was rereleased in 2008, twenty years 
after its original publication in 1988. Pazmiño structures the book around seven 
"foundational issues" facing the modern American Christian educator. I follow 
Robert Drovdahl's lead in outlining the book: Drovdahl argues that the sections 
on Biblical, theological and philosophical considerations (chapters 1-3) offer 
"transcultural" insights informing Pazmiño's view of education; the historical, 
sociological, and psychological chapters (4-6) offer "contextual/cultural insight 
into Christian education"; and Pazmiño's section dealing with curriculum offers 
direction for the content of education.66 The whole book, therefore, is one large 
enumeration of "Points to Ponder" (which is the title he gives the discussion 
questions posed at the end of each chapter of the third edition). Of all of the 
foundations, questions regarding the primacy of the biblical text itself were 
most central to his overarching structure.  

66 See Robert Drovdahl, review of Foundational Issues in Christian Education, by Robert W. Pazmiño, 
Christian Scholar’s Review 19 (S 1989): 101-2. His was the most helpful of the reviews that the first edition 
received. 
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