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Editorial  
 

The editors wish to thank everyone who continues to support the mission and 
work of the Journal of Faith and the Academy. Our operations continue to 
expand modestly from their small base. One project currently in the works is 
the development of a website which will include not only articles and reviews 
from back issues of the journal, but also information on subscriptions and 
conferences, including the capability to accept electronic payments from 
subscribers and conference attendees. We anticipate that a website will 
significantly increase our visibility to Christian educators and will result in 
more article and review submissions as well as a wider readership. Lord 
willing, the website will be operational by the end of this year. 
 
Our fall issue of the journal features articles on the topic of hermeneutics, the 
theory of interpretation or understanding. The three articles by Michael 
Harbour, Kevin R. West, and Bryan Tarpley were previously presented at the 
Christian Scholars’ Conference this past summer in Nashville on Lipscomb 
University’s campus. The first article, written by this journal’s co-editor, 
Michael R. Young, serves as a backdrop to the discussion of philosophical 
hermeneutics and provides insight as to how the discipline developed toward 
making the claim of universal application in all understanding. This 
universality of hermeneutic is viewed particularly through the work of Hans-
Georg Gadamer. 
 
The current hermeneutical struggle exhibited in these articles is to akin            
to Odysseus sailing between the jutting rocks of Scylla and Charybdis. The 
danger is of either crashing your ship on the one outcropping or, steering clear 
of it, crashing upon the other. In like manner, on the one hand, one wants to 
avoid the limitations of an objectivism that naively disregards many of the 
dynamics at play while interpreting, such as historical or cultural conditioning, 
that occur prior to any application of a method of interpretation. On the      
other hand, one wants to avoid a relativism that renders any and all 
interpretations as individual and subjective. Michael Harbour suggests sailing 
through these dangerous alternatives by a reliance on “communities of 
informed judgment.” Kevin R. West sets a course of possibilities drawn from 
Umberto Eco’s depiction of textual economy and coherence as a means of 
interpretation. Bryan Tarpley offers some challenging sailing through first, a 
Judeo-Christian sense of hope of coming to understanding validated by the 
notion of the Sublime and then second, what he calls “midwifery,” which is a 
dependence upon a community-oriented dialectic for interpreting. We invite 
you to consider each of these proposals of interpretive theory for not only 
reading scripture but for all texts. And as teachers in church or faculty in higher 
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education, these theories may also cause us to ask what implications they raise 
for teaching and learning in general. 
 
This issue’s book review section includes two reviews which are lengthier and 
more detailed than our usual fare. The lead review by Jeffrey Herbener of 
Grove City College discusses Shawn Ritenour’s new textbook that deals with 
economics from an explicitly Christian perspective. Along the way, Professor 
Herbener gives us a survey of the history of the causal-realist tradition of 
economic thought, showing how it is grounded in a Christian view of reality. 
The causal-realist approach has been marginalized by the mainstream of 
economics for the better part of a century, but is now receiving fresh attention 
in the wake of the nation’s financial crisis and with the looming prospect of 
significant inflation. Professor Ritenour’s book provides the best introduction to 
that tradition and may play an important role in the continuing resurgence of an 
economics grounded in Christian ideas about the world. 
 
In his extended review of David Holmes’s The Faiths of the Founding Fathers, 
Professor Samuel Smith of Liberty University gives us insights into the 
minefield that awaits any polemicist who attempts to use the views of 
America’s Founding Fathers to prove either the Christian or the secular nature 
of early America. Other reviews in this issue deal with works on Christian 
education, archaeology, missions, and church history. We are pleased at the 
breadth of topics we have been able to feature in our review section, and we 
continue to urge scholars of all disciplines to submit reviews of works they find 
of interest. The reviewed work need not deal with Christianity or faith in any 
explicit way, but we do ask that the reviewer bring a Christian perspective to 
bear on his treatment of the work. 
 
The Institute of Faith and the Academy is pleased to announce Dr. Darryl 
Tippens, Provost of Pepperdine University, as the guest lecturer for the third 
annual Journal of Faith and the Academy Conference, which is scheduled for 
February 19-20, 2010, on the campus of Faulkner University in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Dr. Tippens is the author of several books and book chapters, 
including a chapter in The Soul of a Christian University, published by ACU 
Press in 2008. Faulkner University administrators, faculty, and staff are 
currently involved in reading and discussing The Soul of a Christian University, 
and our most recent round of discussions centered on the chapter by Dr. 
Tippens.  All the participants found his essay to be insightful and encouraging, 
yet quite challenging. Dr. Tippens will speak on, among other things, the 
importance of scholarship in the Christian university. 
 
We hope you can join us for the conference next February. Along with the key 
addresses by our guest lecturer, various papers by other visiting faculty will be 
presented. The Montgomery Christian Endowment for the Arts and Humanities 
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will once again sponsor its annual research paper competition for junior and 
senior undergraduates and graduate students. We encourage faculty and 
qualified students to consider submitting a paper proposal for presentation. The 
deadline for submissions is January 1, 2010. You can find further information 
regarding the conference on the full-page advertisement on the inside cover of 
this issue of the journal. 
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